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Gbeacine’ pres iy. onto, 
REPRESENTATIVE PARTY MEN WHO BELIEVE 
') GRANT'S CANDIDACY INEVITABLE. ~ 
Civonnsart, Dec, 18:—An “effort to ob- 
tain the present Gritt of Republican sentiment 
in Ohio, with | reference to the Presidency, dis- 
closes the fact that Gen. Grant is losing strength 
as & popular. candidate.. Interviews with one 
hundred Republicansin a representative county 
in the central part of the State show the follow- 
ing preferences: For Sherman, 63; for. 
Grant, 253. for Blaine, Sfscattering, 4. A can- 
vase of the same community at the close 
of the extra session would have shown a pre- 
ponderance of opinion in favor of Grant, There 
is, nevertheless, a feeling among Republicans 
pa ine Te peal eae oe Said 


minent rural leader: cubes taints 
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the Repub- 

would not 






and .Grant 

other: ‘‘Sherman 
he has. earn 
0 1 os high 


trans heh we begin to P think there te no. use 
about \ it.) Grant. is’ all .power- 

ful’; and can dg oA what . he ‘wants. 
Some § people . do want any man 
ted Pind tiion bahds wilh moe bs neki oom 
and therefore the not 





eargument 
e, and even if it were a powerful 
t to no before this man of 
These two 6 ns represent the 
average of a large nu of statements of 
country Republicansin this section to bé printed 
to-morrow. honk) 


REPUBLICAN NATIONAL COMMITTEE. 


‘ —_—_—~-——_—_ 
Wasuineton, Dec. '18.—A. meeting. of 
the Executive Committee of the National Re- 
publican Committee was held last night after 
the business of the latter had: been finished. 
The Executive Committee authorized Senator 
Cameron. to issue # call for thenext convention 
in accordance with the decision of the National 


Committees, and to sign the names of the mem- 
bers of the Executive Committee thereto, Sen- 
ator Cameron Jeft the city this morning ‘for 
New-York, | co’ uently the call ‘will not be 
issued for. seve 











men. to fill thé vacancies. that exist in 
ecutive Committee: Messrs. Plett, of’ Nee 
York ; yoy aa of Ohio ; New, of Indiana, and 
Heath, of Michigan. 

—_—— 


DEMOCRATIC PLANS FOR 1880. 


oo Se 1° 
| Wasumeroy, Dec. 18.—The Democrats 
are beginning to discuss the time and place for 
holding their next. National Convention. Cin- 
cinnati and Indianapolis are. mentioned, those 


who advocate these cities: claiming that the 
Democracy would be it fag Ar pier in Ohio and 
Indiana /by the selection of either. It is re- 

ported that Mr, Tilden wants the convention 
held at \Lonisville, because of ary east sympa- 
thy and support he would receivé th 


a 
DISOORD AMONG READJUSTHERS. 


an Mi a Re BRE 

~RicHMOND, Va., Dec. 18.—No progress 
was made to-day in the General Assembly in 
the election of County Judges, although a num- 
ber of. candidates had been selected’ by the Re- 


adjusters. in caucus last! night.. The cause of 
the delay Was due. to.lack of harmony in the 
dominant , atising from some disaffection 
as to several 0: "the. caucus etm aey: hence a 
resolution was adopted po the: joint 
order until to-morrow.) Aca pe justers 
will be held to-night, when ory uiing will be 
set right, and the work will then go on again. 
 — 


THREATENING NEGRO EMIGRANTS. 
. —_—a>_—_ 
DEMOORATIO RUFFIANISM AT SHELBYVILLE, 
IND. 

SHELBYVILLE, Ind., Dec, 18.—The home 
of ex-Gov. Hendricks was the scene,of a some- 
what turbulent demons¢ration last night, caused 
by the ‘expected arrival’ of two: car-loads 
of colored people from North Carolina About. 
& week. ago 20 colored people, ‘all, 
except two .men,, being women; ‘and 
children, arrived. They were in destitute 
circumstances, and were temporarily provided 
for by a few sympathizing friends. - On 
the evening . after: their) afrival, at. a 
meeting of . the . Cauncil, a resola- 
tion’ was offered: that the newly-arrived 
North Carolinians be cared for at the expense of 


the ae It so happens that Shelby is a stron 
county, and the next day much 
“manifested the 
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eaur AND NAVY INTRLLIGENOR. 
Wasninoror, ‘Dee, °18,—Major Thomas PF; 
Barr, Judge Advoente, has been relieved from 
at the Head-quarters of the Bekaeonn) ee 
and ordered to eas te the prsigssait icons 
Anfy fa bie office. i 
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either understood or appreciated. — “The un- 


fortunate clerk who. stumbled yesterday 
over Mr. Sreety’s ‘quotation from a 
Horatian ode. as if.it had been'a pas- 
sage in Choctaty, was probably quite up 
to’ tho usual intellectual ‘standard of 
his position, even if he were very 
much below the standard prevailing among 
the gentlemen on the floor. On the whole, 
perhaps, the inconvenient and costly ampli- 
tude of the, proposed national nianual for 
emigrants might have been made entirely 


obvious to a Democratic House ’ without ) 


calling in the aid of .Q. Horativs Fuacovs 
to designate the completed result of Lx 
Dvuo’s hypothetieal work. as a monument 
more enduring than bronze, and higher than 
te Pyramids. ; 

Now that the Republicans have settled 
on Chicago as the-place of moetiig of the 
next National Convention, the Democrats 
are disposed. to favor the selection of Cin- 
cinnati or Indianapolis, on the ground that 
the party would be strengthened in Ohio 
and Indiana by the choice ofeither.city.. Mr. 
TILDEN is sajd to favor Lomsville, because 
of the local sympathy and support which 
the home of the illustrions WaTTERSON 
Would lend to his nomination by the Oon- 
vention. We suspect that this report does 
injustice to Mr. TrupEn’s proverbial shrewd- 
ness. New-York is, doubtless, his'‘choice for 
the meeting-place of the National Conven- 
tion, for this is the State lie must carry if he 
isto win, and where could he find more ‘‘sym- 
pathy and support” than in a city in which 
he is so well known and so universally be- 
loved? Besides, it is nearly 12 years 
since New-York had a chance-of knowing 
what a Democratic National Convention ‘is 
like, The people of this City have 
extremely erroneous ideas‘about the char- 
acteristics of the representative Democratic 
politician, which the assemblage of such an 
intelligent, abstemious, and ‘well-behaved 
body of men as were exhibited at St. Louis 
in 1876 could hardly fail to correct. ‘Could 
we but ‘know Mr. TILDEN’s supporters as 
well as we know himself, the position of 
New-York next year would be no longer 
doubtful. SERRE 
GOVERNMENT DIRECTORS ‘HELPING 

- MONOPOLY. 

The report of the Government Directors 
of the Union Pacific Railroad.is a very sug- 
gestive document. | But its suggestiveness 
lies in its omissions, and the proof it affords 
of the inutility of: the’Commissioners as 
means of protecting public interests.” It 
may be that the Commissioners, under the 
influence of ‘vicious’ precedents, have 
deemed their chief business to be the mak- 
ing things pleasant for the railroad com- 
pany and not unpleasant for the Govern- 
ment. ‘With this conception of their duty, 
it is easy tovunderstand the smooth nothing- 
ness which composes the bulk of the report 
and the glorification of the company. which 
forms the remainder. Something of this 
sort has marked the roéport ‘in previous 
years. This year the same general char- 
acteristics reappear with that forcible 
feebleness which mén gre apt’ to acquire 
when they attempt to persuade the public 
that their rights are protected and at the 
same time applaud a company whose indif- 
ference to private rights has been as‘flagrant 
as its contempt for the claima of the Gov- 
ernment. a Re 

Quite unintentionally, the Gpvernment 
Directors convict ‘the company of double 
dealing in its intercourse with.the Govern- 
ment respecting the obligations incurred, 
and the money expended, in the company’s 
behalf. The insincerity was sufficiently ap- 
parent during the pendency of the Thur- 
man dill. Between tee statements put 
forth for stock-jobbiug purposes, and the 


‘statements concocted with the view of in- 


fluencing the Treasury, the difference was 
too great to be reconciled with. common 
honesty, Evidently the company ‘was 
promulgating. untruths for one of these 
purposes or the other, Information now 
obtainable shows that the allegations of the’ 
company’s advocates in Congress, as'to the 
financial position, were false. They were: 
reiterated, in substance, after the Thurman 
bill became law, when there seemed to be 
a possibility of multiplying essential 
provisions. Uniformly the pretense was 


‘that, the payments exacted by ‘the law 


were too oppressive to be borne without in- 
justice to the stockholders and injury to. 


the road itself. The constitutionality of: 


the act having been judicially affirmed, and 
the last: loop-hole thus closed, the company 
off disguise, and, through the agen- 


throws 
_y of the Government Directors, constructs 


an exhibit which Pate with ‘what mis- 
the Government. acted in 


‘geation to the Union Pacific lands, and to | 
-eonvett every Consul. into a distributor of: 
tacts and maps emanating from the com- |’ 


‘pany’s- land department. “We miss Mark | 


Mwain’s name from the list of Government 


Directors, or these extraordinary proposi- 


tions. might have been placed to his credit. 


Their appearance in the report helps to elu- 


cidate the capacity of its anthors.. 
Having expended on absurd projects the 


attention that should have been bestowed - 


on thé administration of the road, the ab- 
sence of all reference to the extortionate 
‘policy which disgraces the company’s man- 

agement becomes intelligible. . 
ment Directors,, in their eager pursuit of 
philanthropic objects, cannot pause'to ex- 
‘pose the excessive charges by which the 
‘Union Pacific acquires much of its revenue. 
A comparison of. its rates with the rates of 


‘other Western roads will show that this 


company, with all its anxiety for the educa- 
tion of the settlers’ children, is as merciless 
in its treatment of their necessities as it is 
greedy in its transactions with the mer- 
chants who avail themselves of its facili- 


.ties. In the schedules and contracts of what 


are known'as the Granger toads—the roads 
whose transactions provoked Granger legis- 

lation—thére is mothing half’ so extortion- 
até as the rates levied by the Union Pacific. 

If these Government Directors felt that they 
are appointed in behalf of the. people and 
not as the tools ofthe company, the admin- 
istration of. the road, so far as it is seén in 
the traffic rates, would have been used as 
an argument. for that national legislation 
respecting inter-State traffic which alone 
can adequately meet’ the equities of the 
case, The report inthe present form is an 


attempt at the justification of a great mo- 


nopoly’s abuse of its opportunities,—not, as 
it should have been, a contribution to the 
exposure of a policy which makes Congres- 
sional interference absolutely necessary. 
Fa) 


‘THE SUPREME COURT AND THE 


FOURTEENTH AMENDMENT. 


When the fourteenth amendment to the 
Federal: Constitution was adopted, it was 
generally supposed. that its chief, object 
was well understood, and that its language, 
though general, was. reasonably direct and 
clear. The war had made a freemaz of 
every slave, and the thirteenth .amend- 
ment had put an end forever. to slavery. 
But there was nothing in the supreme law of 
the land to secure to the freed race the civil 
rights of a citizen and‘ nothing to prevent 
unjust ‘and oppressive’ State’ legislation 
against color. 
Court of the United States had decided in 
the Dred Scott ‘case that colcred persons 
were incapable of becoming citizens, and 
this judgment, thongh denounced by states- 
men and “jurists, had not been overruled 
when the fourteenth amendment was pro- 
poked. To extend citizenship to the blacks, 
to secure to them the common rights of. a 
citizen, and to put those rights beyond the 
reach of a-deep-seated race prejudice and 
of hostile local legislation, was the great 
object of that améndment, thongh it does 


not mention race or color. 


The Supreme Court of the United States 
has net yet interpreted this constitutional 
provision in any suit. directly involving the 
rights of colored citizens ; but the three or 
four cases which the court has decided un- 
der it show a wide. difference: of opinion 
among the Jndges as to the meaning of the 
amendment. In no case, wo believe, has 
the judgment of the court been unanimous, 
and in two cases four of the ‘nine. Judges, 
including the Chief-Justice, have dissented. 
The fourteenth amendment. was first elabo- 
rately discussed and passed upon by the Su- 
preme Courtin the slaughter-house cases 
decided in 1873. The opinion ofthe ma-’ 
jority maintains’ that, a distinction is made 
by the amendment. between. the’ privileges 
and immunities of a citizén of the United 
States and those of a citizen of a State, and 
that it is only the former. which the States 
are prohibited from abridging. The court 
did not define these two classes of rights, or 
lay down any rule by which the line may be 
drawn, between them: But the few illustra- 
tions :of the rights of a citizen of the United 
States which . were given. show that 


such rights are far more limited. 
than those... of 


- State , citizenship. 
From. this restrieted interpretation,of the 
law, Chief-Justice Caase and Justices rep, 
-Brapugy, and. Swayyg dissented. They 


‘maintained that the supremacy of: the Fed- 


-eral Constitution and laws has always pre- 
venteda State from interfering with the 
special rights of citizens of the JU; 
‘States as such, and that the | fourteenth. 
ant was intended to secure “the |: 
‘natural and inalienable rights which’ belong 
toall citizens, the t 


The Govern-. 


Moreover, the . Supreme | 


name ‘of some person 
ined in the next census of the United . 
There will be in round nompers 


about 40,000,000. of these tickets—since 


Territory. esa ane: It 


le and law-abiding Indisas. 


jhaed color of right which ‘they hed never 


a State. re dictating what vocations shall 


ibe open. to splored itizans. It this-were’ 
trad, or’ if, as is claimed in the 
cases now. before the Supreme Court, 
the systematic: exclusion’ of negroes from. 
juries is the exercise of & State right wholly 
beyond the reach of the fourteenth amend -’ 
thent, then it may well be asked. what pro- 
tection is guarantedd to colored citizens by 
that amendment, or to what extent a State 
may nof. goin denying to them the common 
rights of citizenship. “The act of Congress 
passed in March, 1876, expressly prohibits 
a State from disqualifying juror on ac- 
count of race’ or color. But: this statute 
must fall if the subject. is not within the 
seope of the Constitution. 

Whatever difference of opinion. may exist 


among the Judges of the Supreme Court on. 


the question of State citizenship as distin- 

guished from citizenship of the United 
States, -we do not doubt’ that the clause of 
the. fourteenth amendment, which pro- 
hibits ‘every. State from denying ‘‘to any 
person within its jurisdiction the equal’pro- 
tection, of the laws,” will be found’ broad 
enough to embrace the jury rights’ of 
colored ‘citizens: For clearly the 
equal protection .. of law’ is 

denied ' to them when,” in places 
where the prejudice against color is 
strong and general; they are wholly and 

purposely excluded from jaries which are 
to try. questions on whose determination 
may depend their life, liberty, or property: 
Citing the clanse just referred to, the Su- 
preme.Court; in the slaughter-ho.se cases, 
said, obiter, that ‘‘the existence of laws in 
the States where the newly-emancipated 
negroes resided which discriminated with 
gross injustice and hardship against them 
asa class, was the evil to be remedied by 
this clause, and. by it such laws are forbid- 
den.” To this class clearly. belongs a 
statyte disqnalitying colored jurors. 


THE WRONGED PONCAS. 


In the history of biundersand wrongs 
characterizing the ‘so-called Indian poli¢y 
of the United States, (which is no policy, ) 
we find no datker page than that on which 
are re¢orded the wrongs of the Pones In- 
dians. This tribe was permanently situated 
on & reservation in Southern Dakota. They 
were there by virtue of a treaty between 
the tribe and the United States. “The land 
was absolutely theits; although they could 
not alienate it without first obtaining the 
permission of Congress. . These Indians 
were semi-civilized; although, in a strict 
sense of that ‘elastic word, they may be 
said to compare favorably with people who 
make more, pretensions. They sultivated 
the,soil, supported themselves, maintained 
public worship, and sent their children to. 
school. There. was no. apparent reason 
why these peopl® should not live where 
they were, thriving, comfortable, and hap- 
py: But the evil genius which is forever 
stirring up the never-settled question of the 
relation of the red man’ to the Government 
of the United States, was working for the 
ruin and dispersion of the tribe. 

During the Administration of Gen. GRANT, 
under what malign influence we cannot 
say, Congress passed a bill to remove the 
Poncas from: their reservation to. the In- 
dian Territory. This removal, however, 
was conditioned: on the consént of the 
Poncas being first obtained thereto.” That 
consent never was obtained. In the Au- 
tamn of 1876, the Poncas for the first time, 
learned that they were to be sént away; 
and it is ,a ‘striking illustration of. their 
civilized condition. that the information 
came to them from the preacher to whose 
discourse they were listening at their little 
church on the last peaceful day of their 
lives. Several of the head men, Stanpine 
Bear. being the. leader, refused - to 
leave © the. reseryation.. They . had 
gathered their crops, and were engaged in 
preparing the ground for Winter, . They 
had earned and held the right to own many 
articles nsed on their farms, and they had a 
fair supply of household stuff which they” 
had bought and paid for from the avails of 
their own industry. ‘These. were all taken. 
from them, and, whatever may have been: 
done with them, the ‘Tightfal owners hayé- 
never seen them ‘since, In spite of their’ 
entreaties and expostulations, ‘the Poneas 
were finally removed ‘Their Jands, it was. 
said, had been coded to the Sioux, and they 
‘must go to the south. But, before ‘they 


re des poshyh vied it was LescnsSt al t 


before maintained. 


| But. the. Poncas ‘have not vi ok hee 
‘Gini lende; dod op-Whak ‘hoeus-pocus those 


lands have been treated as a part of | ports. 


the unoccupied domain of the United 


‘States, it will be necessary to inquire here-. 
patter. We know that the rightful owners. 
- of the soil, in direct and willful violation of 


the rights guaranteed to them by a solemn 
treaty, have been driven forth as vaga-' 
bonds and: wanderers. They have been 


forced from a soil on which they were living 


contentedly and prosperously, and, without 
complaint from any of their white neigh- 
bors, they have heen transplanted to s 


‘strange and uncongenial land, where they. 


haye wasted in sickness. and’ despair. 
There’ has been no explanation - or 


attempt at. justification of this. great. 


wrong, except the semi-official statement 
that it was all the result of a misunder- 

standing and a mistake. Nobody can ex-. 

plain why these poor people have been torn 
from: their homes’ and consigned to. va- 
grancy. “But, after enduring incredible 

hardships—wandering and hunted like say- 
age fugitives—their case is before Congress. 

If the American ‘people can afford to be: 
éommitted to further wrong, the petition of 

the Poncas will not be heeded. But, if we 
are disposed to be as honest and as just 
toward the Indian as we ask our fellow-men 
to be to. us, these hapless people will have 
their tights. _They ought to have their 
lands again at any cost to the Government 
under whose authority they have been so 

tyrannically despoiled. 


ps 
METEORIC LOTTERIES. 
The: frequency with which masses of 
n.eteorie iron fall upon the surface of the 
earth isa matter of much Ccelight to reck- 


less astronomers, but it cannot but produce” 


uneasiness in the:minds of thoughtful men. 
What security can we feel when we know 
that at any moment # meteor may deal us a 
deadly blow? These missiles are hurled 
around without the slightest regard to the 
tafety of the lives andlimbs of men. When 
a careless boy: shoots'a rifle-bullet into. the 
air, without reflecting that it may descend 
on some unexpected head, we regard his 
conduct as in the highest degree criminal; 
and yet.when Prof. Procror promises that 
on a certain night there will be a general 
fusillade of meteors, any one of which may 


kill an unsuspecting man, we act-as if} 
the criminally reckless. astronomer actually 


had a claim to our respect and gratitude. 
Only .the other day Mr. Davip Maisen-. 
THALER, Of Missouri, was struck and in- 


stantly killed by a 32-pound meteor., Of 


course, it will be urged that there was 


‘no intention of killing the man, and that no 


one knew it was loaded. “These old’ and 
flimsy exeuses will not bring Mr.’ Mxrsen- 
THALER back to life.” He is the fourth per- 
son within historical times who has been 
accidentally killed by meteors, and during 
the same period five men have been se- 
tiously wounded by the careless handling 
of these aerial weapons. As the Herald 
would say, this sort of thing is becoming 
altogether too common, and it is’ time that 
measures were taken to protect the public 
froma meteoric bombardment and from 
stray meteoric shots. There is, however, 
one way in which meteors can be made use- 
ful, and the subject is worthy of the atten- 
tion'of persons who are’ addicted to buying 


‘tickets in lotteries. 


There are literally millions of people’who 
believe that they can win lottéry prizes by 
persisting in buying lottery tickets. Let us 
inquire what chance the holder of a lottery 
ticket ‘has of drawing ‘the capital .prize,- 
which everybody knows is the’ only one 
worth drawing, since no one ‘would care to 
risk a dollar for the sake of drawing a one 
or two-dollar prize. It we suppose that in 
an average lottery scheme one hundred 
thousand tickets are issued—as is said to be 
the case in the Arkansas and Tennessee 
State’ Lotteries—then the ticket-holder’s 
ehance of drawing. the thirty-thousand-dol- 


Alar prize is just: one in‘ninety-nine thousand. 
nine hundred and ninety-nine. This infini-} 


‘tesimal chance is, however, made much 
slighter by. the further complications to 
which ‘the lottery is subjected. There is 


the chance that the managers of the lottery - 
-are honest: ‘mhen Nasagy Pepys 
ing. ‘When it is remembered 
| ness is one which the laws of 
civilized ‘community condemn, and which | 
‘every moralist’ concedes to be criminal and. |. 


the busi- 
y every 


ie Le stent ha bent 7 hon- | 


Anfants without names Will, of course, be 


e | unmentioned. These tickets can be sold-for 


‘@ dollar each, and thé capital prize of the 


‘lottery may be fixed at $20,000,000, the} ™™ 


‘surplus arising from the sale. of tickets to 


| be appropriated to some charitable institu- | haunts 


tion, such as a Society for Founding a Li. 
brary of International Patent Office Re- 
In the lottery, the man who might 
hold the ticket containing the name of the 


‘next person who shall be killed by a meteor). sis oa 


would draw the prizé. By this plan, it 
would be impossible for any managers, 
however dishonest they might be, to 
manipulate the drawing. The decision as 
to the prize would rest wholly with the. 
meteors, and itis hardly necessary to say 
that they are far beyond the control of any 
men, no matter how reckless or unscrupulous 
they may be. 

But, itmay be abiseted by the silly persons 
who bay lottery tickets in the popular lot- 
(teries of the day, the chance that any man 
within the next century will be killed by:a 
meteor is inappreciably small. On the con- 
trary, the ‘facts show that) nine men have 
been struck ‘by meteors. or fragments of 
meteors, within the last nine hundred years, 
or exactly an average of one man every cen- 
tury. It can be mathematically demon- 
strated that the chance that any given 
ticket-holder in the Tennessee or Arkan- 
sas lottery will draw $30,000 ‘is, on the 
whole, rather less than that any given man 
of the population of: the United States will 
be killed by a meteor. The metgoric: lot- 
tery would have the vast advantage of be- 
ing conducted with perfect fairness, and if 
any man thinks it'would be foolish to gam- 
bie in such a lottery, he must admit. that it 
is simply idiotic to gamble in the lotteries 
that aré now. robbing the ignorant and 
confiding with such enormous success. 

crear sane ae 

The details of the recent Cnilian victories re- 
call the marvelous straggle of Paraguay for four 
yéats, against the overwhelming forces of Brazil 
and the two Eastern Republics, Chill, with a popu- 
letion. of 2,116,778, is beating out.of the field the 
jéint forees of two States, each of which exceeds 
herin nombers, Bolivia having 2,324,150 inhabit 
ants, and Pern 2,699;945. In the Iast battie, at 
Dolores, something mast be allowed for the strength 
of the Chilian position and the imprnudenee of the 
allied leaders in attacking while ‘their. men were fa- 
tigued by a long night-march. But even with these 
drawbacks, the fact. remains that 6,000 Chilians 
have defeated, with great. slaughter, 11,000 allies, 
taking one of their Genorals and killing another. The 
capture of the, Bolivian Gefieral, ViLLEGcas. offers 
a fair chance for opening negotiations with Bolivia, 


‘for the purpose of detaching her from Pern by the . 


offer of an extension of coast at the latter’s expense, 
to which her growing discontent with the results of 
the war will probably dispose her tolisten favorably. 
a 

Tt is gratifying t learn that the effort of the 
Harpers to fornish wholesome reading, at once 
instructive and entertaining, for young persons, is 
s0 far successful that after only seven weeks’ experi- 
enee with their little illustrated weekly, Harpers’ 
Young. People, they announce its enlargement to 
double the initial size, without any increase in price, 
beginning with the Christmasnumber. The contents 
of this little paper thus far, both literary and artistic, 
have been highly creditable, and its character is worthy 
ofthe name of the distinguished firm to which the 
young people of the country are placed. under: re- 
newed obligations, gnd no higher compliment could 
be paid to it than that. What has doubtless struck 
those: who have examitied it critically, and probably 
the publishers as strongly as any body, is the some- 


-what restricted seope to which it. was. compelled by 


ite size. It Was had a little too much of the air of the 
nursery, to which. objectionable literature is in little 
danger of'penetrating, and has not appealed quite 
énough to'the tastes of those children of a larger 
growth who need to be won away, by wholesome and 
attractive matter, from the wretched stuff which un- 
s¢rupulous purveyors thrust before them. There 
is every reason to believe that with sixteen paces, 
instead of eight, this defect will be remedied. 
—— 

Kettle-drums, as afternoon parties are called, 
are again in vogne this season, having been socially 
prevalent here: for some three years past, The 
name, borrowed from our British cqusins, originated 
among the officers In India, who, with their wives, 


kindred, and friends, gave entertainments in camp, 


and, having no; regular, furnitare, were obliged to 
tise the heads of kettle-drums to set cups of tea on. 
The name has been transferred to pacific circles 
and the drawing-room, though the kettle (of tea)’ 


‘and the drum (represented by mauy persons pressed 


together, as in a drum of figs,) continue to be fitting 
enough. Kettle-drunis were introduced here after 
the financial reaction of 1873 asa social economy, 
many persons still wishing to give parties, bus not 
feeling that they could afford tne éxpensive evening 
entertainments they had been in the habit of. giving. 
At the kettle-drums only tea and coffee were served, 
‘with some light'refreshments; persons were invited | 
trom 3 t0 6 P.M; ladies came in street or walking 
‘costume, keeping on their hats, snd gentlemen were 
permitted to appeat in morning or even business 
‘gaits. The occasions were necessarily informal, at 
Jeast much jes formal than the after-dinner re- 
ceptions or companies. These features of the kettle- 
dram are still preeerved, although the simple tabie has 
at many houses been expanded intos luxurious board, 
‘which Is out of place and needless, beeause nobody 
has, orcan have, any appetite 80 soon after luncheon, 
and appetite would be destroyed by eating anything 
Shove pam At first, few gen- 
tlemen attended kettle-drams ; at more of them at- 
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